


GREEN IMPACT AWARDS 2020 

43 teams 46 awards



GREEN IMPACT AWARDS 2020 

• 25 departmental teams

• 14 College teams (a record!)

• 4 lab awards

• 3 Excellence awards
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Churchill College worked to tackle single-use plastics across the College with a 

particular focus on catering and conferencing. Their multi-faceted approach, 

including sourcing sustainable alternatives, resulted in an estimated 4% reduction 

in single-use plastics at Churchill.  

The Cambridge Institute for Sustainability Leadership developed a tool to 

track and record their scope 1, 2 and 3 carbon emissions. They will use the 

outcomes and wider engagement actions to help to inform policies, processes and 

practices to reduce the departments’ long-term footprint.  

THIS YEAR’S EXCELLENCE PROJECTS

The Department of Physiology, Development and Neuroscience 

researched the environmental hazards associated with antibiotic waste and 

aimed to develop and implement strategies to promote its proper disposal and 

treatment in PDN. 



GREEN IMPACT AWARDS 2020 

43 teams

Engaged 7,900 colleagues Completed over 2,400

actions

(a record!)



Encouraging 

reusable cups at 

Cambridge 

Assessment 

SELECTION OF WTB, BRONZE AND SILVER ACTIONS

Spring 

bulbs 

planted 

at CAU

Christmas jumper day to save 

energy in Geography

Book swap at the 

Student Services Centre

Stationery 

recycling in 

Meet 

Cambridge

Energy awareness 

campaign in CDBB



The Green Genies taking part in 

the RSPB’s Big Garden 

Birdwatch

YOUR IMPACT ACROSS THE UNIVERSITY

Virtual team meetings with the 

Sociology green team

IfM Switch Fairy initiative

Sustainability-themed film 

screenings with the UIS 

Green Impact team



YOUR IMPACT ACROSS THE UNIVERSITY

Crisp packet recycling 

at the Student 

Services Centre

Litter pick at West Cambridge 

organised by the UIS Green Team

Combatting waste 

at CAU, sourcing 

items from WarpIt

and reusing 

sample bags

Pipette tip box 

recycling at The 

John van Geest

Centre for Brain 

Repair

No packaging lunch at the 

Department of Land Economy



YOUR IMPACT ACROSS THE UNIVERSITY

Bug hotel at Corpus 

Christi College
Wildflower meadow planted at St 

John’s College

Locally sourced trees 

planted at Robinson College

Environmental 

awareness campaign 

in the grounds of 

Lucy Cavendish 

College Online blog sharing wildlife sightings at 

Jesus College



YOUR IMPACT ACROSS THE UNIVERSITY

Sustainable food 

options at King’s 

College and Churchill 

College

New environmental societies/working groups at 

Wolfson College, Churchill College and others

Carbon reduction commitments 

at Fitzwilliam College and the 

Institute for Continuing 

Education



YOUR IMPACT ACROSS THE UNIVERSITY

Sustainability guide for 

students at Jesus 

College and for 

conference guests at 

Lucy Cavendish College

Creative recycling posters 

at Clare College

Reuse events and clothes 

swaps at Hughes Hall and 

upcycling at Magdalene 

College 



YOUR IMPACT ACROSS THE UNIVERSITY

33 teams have 

promoted the 

University’s 

sustainable travel 

alternatives to staff 

and/or students.

41 teams have well-

labelled bins and 

provide information 

on reuse and 

recycling schemes.

36 teams provide 

glasses and mugs for 

staff and visitors, 

helping to reduce 

disposable plastic.

29 teams have 

provided information 

on at least five 

energy saving 

opportunities.

18 teams have 

demonstrable 

commitment to good 

environmental 

practice from senior 

management. 

34 teams formally induct 

all new staff on 

environmental issues and 

14 College teams provide 

an induction for students.



SOCIAL SUSTAINABILITY

• Plastic bags collected for use by food banks in Chesterton 

• Trees planted across Cambridge including in Cherry Hinton Park 

• Excess stationery donated to Fulbourn Primary School and lab 

equipment donated to Impington Village College

• Critical funds raised for causes including for Australian bushfire relief



48 student auditors from almost 30 different disciplines 

and 24 Cambridge Colleges

“It has reminded me of the immediate importance of sustainability and our 

personal responsibilities […] and helped me to re-prioritise it in my personal 

and work life.”

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT

“Meeting enthusiastic and passionate people through the audits was a joy and 
truly inspiring.”

“I didn't know much about Green Impact before this audit, but it was great 

to see all the good work towards sustainability that has been happening in 

the University.”



WE’RE ALL PART OF A BIGGER PICTURE



YOU’RE PART OF A MOVEMENT

5 universities 

in Belgium and 

the 

Netherlands

20 

universities in 

Australasia

A pilot in 

Canada

Hundreds of 

UK students’ 

unions, 

universities, 

colleges and 

off-campus 

organisations



STUDENTS GAIN INVALUABLE SKILLS AND 

EXPERIENCE IN LEADING FOR SUSTAINABILITY

*

*

*Figures from our Green Impact student evaluation survey



PARTICIPANTS EMPOWERED TO DO MORE

Since 2007, we have seen great impacts as a result of the programme

*

*Figures from our Green Impact team participant evaluation survey



OUR IMPACT IN 2019




