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ANNUAL CAMBRIDGE SPRING CLEAN  

RECYCLES 21.5 TONNES OF E-WASTE 
 

Cambridge businesses, colleges, schools and residents brought along electronic waste 
by van, car, bicycle, and on foot, to the electronic recycling event held on 06 and 07 

March 2014 - amassing a fantastic 21.5 tonnes of e-waste for recycling. The two-day 
event, at the University of Cambridge’s Sidgwick Site, was part of a drive to encourage 

local people to clear out their unwanted or broken electrical items and recycle them 

rather than throwing them in the bin.  
 

For the third time running, the event was hosted by Cambridge Business Improvement 
District (BID), Cambridge City Council, European Recycling Platform (ERP), and the 

University of Cambridge.  
 

The same event, in March 2012, collected 37 tonnes of e-waste, and last year’s event 
collected 17 tonnes, which means that the three “spring clean” events have amassed 

75.5 tonnes of broken or unwanted electronics for recycling. This is a significant figure 
as e-waste is the fastest growing type of waste in the UK. More and more electronics are 

put on the market each year, but not nearly enough is recycled.  
 

As an added incentive, everyone who contributed an item of e-waste for recycling had 
the opportunity to enter a free draw to win £250 worth of vouchers from a local bicycle 

store. The winner of the free draw was Janine Marcantonio from Hardwick who 

commented: “I delivered a large and bulky CRT TV, and an upright vacuum cleaner.  It 
was great because I only had to open the boot and they were removed immediately by 

the friendly staff. It's good to know about this service as I will definitely use it again!” 
 

Nationwide Metal Recycling (NMR) Ltd provided the logistics for the event, supporting 
the public by unloading equipment from vehicles. All items will be treated in the UK to 

recover the metals and plastics which they contain, and the recovered materials will be 
sent on to manufacturers and used to make new products. Recycling was provided 

courtesy of Apple. 
 

Jas Lally, Head of Refuse and Environment, Cambridge City Council, commented: “This 
event was extremely successful and I’m glad that we were able to beat last year’s total.  

I am pleased so many people were willing to recycle such a wide range of items and 
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hope we can hold the event again next year.  It highlights just how much electrical 

waste we produce. It is important to remember that small electrical items can always be 
recycled at points across the city or larger items at the recycling centres near Milton or 

Thriplow." 
 

Catrin Darsley, University of Cambridge Environmental Coordinator, said: “Beating last 
year’s total tonnage shows a brilliant response from the wider Cambridge community, 

and the feedback that we received during the event highlighted the benefits felt by 
many residents and organisations. I’d like to thank the Sidgwick Site Facilities team as 

well as ERP, NMR and everyone else involved in the successful running of the event. The 

University will continue to support Council and internal e-waste recycling programmes 
over the next year.” 

 
Becky Burrell, Marketing and Commercial Manager for Cambridge BID, stated: 

“Cambridge BID is delighted with the response to this year’s electronic waste recycling 
event. Over the three years the event has been running, a massive 75.5 tonnes of 

broken or unwanted electronics have been collected and recycled, resulting in less 
landfill.  We are committed to partnering and developing projects that will help to 

reduce CO² emissions and support a green and sustainable city centre and we feel this 
news contributes to us achieving this goal.  We look forward to supporting next year’s 

event.” 
 

Scott Butler, Managing Director at ERP UK, said: “Everybody at ERP really enjoys the 
annual e-waste recycling event in Cambridge. This is a great event that does a lot to 

raise awareness among the local community that all electrical waste can and should be 

recycled.” 
 

Residents in Cambridge can recycle their e-waste for free at any time. Visit 
www.cambridge.gov.uk/recyclingpoints to find your nearest recycling bank for small 

appliances, or household waste recycling centre for larger items, or contact the council 
on wasteandstreets@cambridge.gov.uk or 01223 458282. 

 
 

KEY FACTS ON E-WASTE 
 Electronic waste is the fastest growing waste stream in the UK.  

 Around 1.13 million tonnes of electronic goods were sold in 2013, and about 
475,000 tonnes of e-waste was collected and recycled, roughly 42% by weight of 

the EEE sold. 
 The rest ended up in landfill or is still in people’s homes. 

http://www.cambridge.gov.uk/recyclingpoints
mailto:wasteandstreets@cambridge.gov.uk
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Visit www.erp-recycling.co.uk to find out more about these free electronic recycling 
days.  

NOTES TO EDITORS 

When: Thursday 06 March, from 7.30 am to 5 pm, and Friday 07 March 2014, from 

7.30 am to 3.30 pm 
Location: University of Cambridge, Sidgwick Site Car Park, Sidgwick Avenue, 

Cambridge CB3 9DD 
Ends 

 
About European Recycling Platform (ERP) 

 
ERP is one of the UK’s leading waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE) and 

batteries recycling schemes. Producers of electronic goods and batteries work with 
registered recycling schemes, such as ERP, to collect and treat WEEE and batteries on 

their behalf. ERP members include Electrolux, Hewlett-Packard, Microsoft, Procter & 
Gamble, Samsung and Sony.   

 

CONTACTS 
 

European Recycling Platform:  
Nick Purser, Tel 020 31426452, Mob 07775 427 270, email  

nick.purser@erp-recycling.org 
 

University of Cambridge Environmental Coordinator:  
Catrin Darsley, Tel 01223 337786, email environment@admin.cam.ac.uk 

http://www.erp-recycling.co.uk/
mailto:nick.purser@erp-recycling.org
mailto:environment@admin.cam.ac.uk

